
GRE VERBAL
@america, Feb 8 2020
With Christine Suwendy



COURSE CALENDAR
1/11: Intro to GRE Verbal:

Close Reading. 

(with a deep focus on Reading 

Comprehension)

1/25: Intro to Sentence Completion and 

Sentence Equivalence

(with a deep focus on CONTEXT)

2/1: Reading Comprehension: Question 

Types

(breakdown of RC question types)

2/8: Intro to Analytical Writing: 

The Argument Essay and the Issue Essay

(AW essay types and formats)

3/7: Analytical Writing: 

The Paragraph Structure

(mastering the paragraph structure as a hack)

3/21: VERBAL REASONING Review: 

Overview and Hacks

(problem log review & summary )



How would you introduce yourself 
in 30 seconds? 



We are writing all the time in daily life: 
organizing thoughts, emphasizing points



What is the Issue Essay
GRE Issue Prompt (Topic) and Sample Essay

The GRE Issue writing task is designed to test your ability to communicate a position on an issue effectively and 

persuasively. Your basic task is to analyze the issue presented, considering more than one perspective, and to 

develop and support your position on the issue. There is no "correct" answer.



GRE Issue Essay
❏ Pick a side and go for it, don’t waffle

❏ Choose a few real-world examples you can easily discuss (but make sure your examples are 
relevant to the topic)

❏ Observe the one paragraph-one point rule by making sure that your body paragraph unfolds the 
topic statement and nothing else

❏ Refute the opposing view in your conclusion

❏ Write a few practice essays



SAMPLE GRE ISSUE ESSAY PROMPT

Some people believe that government regulation is needed in order to ensure the safety of consumer goods, 

while others believe that voluntary efforts of the producers of those goods suffice.

Write a response in which you discuss which view on the issue more closely aligns with your position and 

explain your reasoning. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address both views expressed 

above.

*TIP: Don’t just read the issue statement; read the instructions closely as well!





Body Paragraph Checklist
-Is the topic statement at the beginning of the paragraph?

-Is there a piece of textual evidence that’s introduced into the paragraph?

-Is the textual evidence analyzed? Is there a good level of analysis overall?

-Does the paragraph keep to a discussion of the topic statement instead of veering off into a new topic?

-Is there a conclusion that recaps the point or expands the paragraph’s main point? 



The Analytical Writing portion requires

a mimicry of academic writing



CHECKLIST

❏ Are examples in the essay persuasive and fully developed?

❏ Is any line of reasoning logically sound and well supported?

❏ Are ideas in the essay connected logically? 

❏ Are the body paragraphs well organized?

❏ Are there any exaggerated claims in the essay? 



Classroom Exercise
“Governments should focus on solving the immediate problems of today rather than 

on trying to solve the anticipated problems of the future.”

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your 

reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which 

adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.



The best online resource for the GRE Analytical Writing:
https://www.prepscholar.com/gre/blog/gre-essay-topics/



Text Completion Review
❏ Try to UNDERSTAND WHAT THE SENTENCE IS SAYING in your own words

❏ IDENTIFY USEFUL INFORMATION: Every Text Completion question contains clues that point you to the 

right answer. The clues in the sentence will always support one and only one of the answer choices. That 

doesn’t mean they need to be obvious! Part of solving Text Completion questions is figuring out what is a clue 

and what isn’t.

❏ PAY ATTENTION TO TRANSITION WORDS: can you work out, using transition words and other signals 

in the sentence, how the blank relates to the clues?

❏ VOCABULARY AS UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT: 

❏ Know the nuances of how VOCABULARY WORDS ARE USED IN CONTEXT

https://www.manhattanprep.com/gre/blog/text-completion-sentence-equivalence-little-grammar-world-good-part-1/






Sentence Equivalence Review
1. Identify Pairs—But Beware!

You know that the two words you choose have to create two sentences with approximately the same meaning.

This means that the two words you choose need to be be synonyms—not necessarily close synonyms, but synonyms.

1. Eliminate “Outlier” Words

Similarly, since you know that the two words you choose have to have at least a somewhat similar meaning, if you 

find any words in the list that don’t have any remote matches, you know that they can’t be the right answer 

choice. So you can eliminate those.

1. Fill in the Blank Yourself

When you read the sentence, think about what word(s) you might place in the blank to complete the sentence in 

a way that makes sense. Then see if you can identify similar words among your choices.



Sentence Equivalence Tips
4. Assess Word Positivity/Negativity

You can often tell from the context of the sentence if a positive or negative word belongs in the blank. This can 

help you eliminate words that you know don’t have the correct valence, even if you aren’t completely sure of the 

exact definition.

5. Use Signal Words

Certain words, especially transitions, can function as “signal words” in sentence equivalence questions. They’ll tell 

you something about what purpose different parts of the sentence serve. This can help you infer what can best 

go in the blank. For example, if you see a word like “although,” you know that you’re about to see a caveat or 

clarification. Words like “furthermore” and “indeed” mean that part of the sentence will offer further support or 

emphasis. “Instead” and “but” mean you’re about to see a counterpoint or different perspective. If you can notice 

what transitions (and conjunctions like “and” and “but”) signal in sentences, you’ll have a much easier time telling 

what words could belong in the blank for sentence completion.





Reading Comprehension Tips
❏ Read fast and read slow

❏ Try to identify the writer’s perspective and how the information in the text relates to the writer’s 
perspective (is he citing a point of view he is aligned with? A point of view he disagrees with? 

❏ Most of the time, it is safest to only answer the questions according to the information in the text 
(and nothing other than the information in the text)

❏ When you come across a long, complicated sentence, try to cut it down to its most simple form: 
subject-verb-object

❏ Read the questions as carefully as you read the passage



















NEXT GRE VERBAL SESSION @america on March 21!
VERBAL REASONING REVIEW: OVERVIEW & HACKS

(with a deep focus on writing hacks & tools)


