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The Verbal Section
Practice & Produce

With Homework Review
& With an Introduction of the Essays



Your homework was the ETS 

Practice Book, Section 3 

(Verbal), posted at 

@america.

Homework Review



Homework Review

The answers are to the right. 

We will go over each individual question.

For a few of the questions I have included visual aids to assist 

discussion of the method.



Homework Review

straightforward?

tortuous = winding?



Homework Review
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Homework Review



Homework Reviewlegal docs are the best for research

but no civil law research

because hard

but criminal hard too

or maybe because civil law = rich people

but civil law = normal people too

c. 1700 very litigious & women too

Q: history of criminal law 

DIFFERENT history of civil law 

(early modern England) WHY?

A: NO CIVIL LAW RESEARCH



Homework Review



Homework Review



Homework Review



Homework Review



Homework Review



Homework Review

LOOK - "but unintelligently" implies the 
blank will be something like the opposite or 
a contrast with "unintelligently"

ALSO - the stuff after the colon (":") will 
be more or less definitory of the stuff 
before the colon, especially with the similar 
contrast ("although"). "They checked only 
the … obvious" seems to jive with 
"unintelligently" - but take a look at "they 
worked closely together", which probably 
jives with the blank!

SO, it should be something like "work[ing] 
closely together" in contrast with 
"unintelligently" ...

If we're stuck, we know D
& E probably go together 
(but are not necessarily 
right, just a good guess if 
you need it).

But we also see that C & 
F seem to go together!

SENTENCE
EQUIVALENCE!!



Homework Review
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Vocabulary Review



Vocabulary Review

Vocabulary-related questions constitute 50% of the Verbal 

portion(s) of the GRE. Remember there are two types of 

vocabulary-related questions on the GRE:

● Text Completion

One Answer per Blank; 30% of all Verbal Questions

● Sentence Equivalence

Two Answers w/ Equivalent Sentences; 20% of all 

Verbal Questions



Vocabulary Review

Each Type of Vocabulary Question is approached similarly:

1. Get a Clue! - Figure out what is going on. Use lexical or grammatical clues 

that could indicate contrast or similarity.

2. Predict the Answer - Make a solid prediction as to the meaning of the blank, 

or at least the clause or sentence, so you can later compare with the answer 

choices.

3. Process of Elimination - Actually compare the answer choices with the 

prediction(s) you've made.



Vocabulary Review

How do you prepare for the Vocabulary-related questions on the GRE?

● Study vocabulary words. Focus on using them in context.

● Practice and use the method we studied when practicing and taking the test.

● Practice Text Completion & Sentence Equivalence questions religiously.



Reading Comprehension:

More Practice & Strategies



Reading Comprehension

All Reading Comprehension Passages are Argumentative.

There are three types of Reading Comprehension Questions:

● Multiple Choice

● Select All That Apply

● Select a Sentence

Some of these ask about Details, Structure, Tone, Words-in-Context, or Main 

Ideas.

Some of these are intended to test Critical Reasoning skills, for example with 

Conclusions, Premises, and Assumptions.



Reading Comprehension: Multiple Choice

You should be 

familiar with Multiple 

Choice. Remember:

1. Work the 

Passage

2. Understand the 

Question

3. Find the 

Information

4. POE



Reading Comprehension: Select All That Apply

19th century critics 
didn't like because 
hedonistic protagonist



Reading Comprehension: Select a Sentence

Identify the distinct sentences. You will later have to 
click one. Get the main ideas or gist of each sentence. 
Check the Question - really understand what they're 
asking. Then go through and use POE (Process of 
Elimination) to narrow down the possible sentences.



The Basic Approach to 

Cracking the GRE 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Questions



Reading Comprehension: Cracking the Question

Locate Two Things in the Question:

● The Subject of the Question: what you need to find in the passage

● The Task of the Question: what type of information you need to find about 

the subject of the question



Reading Comprehension: Cracking the Answers

It is more effective to use POE (Process 

of Elimination) to eliminate wrong 

answers. 

Don't get trapped while looking for right 

answers. 

Learn to identify common trap answer 

choices, and you can often eliminate 

them with confidence.



Reading Comprehension: Cracking the Answers

Be sure to read for context in the 

passage. 

Remember the correct answer is in the 

text. Do not look for it in the answer 

choices.

Always refer back to the passage, and 

always read what you need for context.



The Basic Approach

1. Work the Passage: have a plan; 

read actively; find main ideas

2. Understand the Question: break the 

question down

3. Find the Information: refer back to 

the passage; keep the question 

task(s) in mind; find the "answer"

4. POE: compare the "answer" found to 

the answer choices; eliminate wrong 

answers



Step 1: Work the Passage

Active Reading: follow the author's argument. Separate the author's claims from 

the facts and other evidence used to back up those claims.

● Ask Questions as you Read: Why did he do that? What tone is he using? 

What will happen next?

● Identify Claims versus Evidence: Passages typically involve the author 

attempting to convince you of his point of view regarding the topic. This will 

involve both Claims and Evidence. Claims are opinions without evidence. 

Evidence is information used to support a Claim. 

● Identify the Structure of the Passage: Look for a Thesis, Topic Sentences, 

Evidence, Analysis, Conclusion, etc.



Main Idea:  what the author wants you to believe about the issue being presented 

in the passage.

The Main Idea is distinct from the Topic of the passage. The Topic of the 

passage is what the passage is about.

The Main Idea is what the author wants YOU to believe about the Topic. By 

identifying the Main Idea, you can determine the Purpose of the passage.

Step 1: Work the Passage



Mapping the Passage:  use the scratch paper you have to write down notes 

regarding the passage.

Separate each sentence into one of three categories:

● Claim: an opinion expressed in the passage.

● Evidence/Objection: Evidence is information presented to support a claim; 

an Objection is information presented to call a claim into question.

● Background: any information that is generally accepted as fact.

Summarize each sentence, and identify the function of each sentence.

Step 1: Work the Passage



Part 1: Identify the Subject (what you need to find in the passage)

Example: "The author mentions land management policy in order to …"

Step 2: Understand the Question



Part 2: Understanding the Task

(what type of information you need to find about the subject of the question)

Example: "The author mentions land management policy in order to …"

Step 2: Understand the Question



Part 2: Understanding the Task

(what type of information you need to find about the subject of the question)

There are three types of Tasks:

● General (e.g. Main Idea)

● Specific (e.g. Retrieval [Where's Waldo?])

● Complex (e.g. Weaken/Strengthen Argument)

Step 2: Understand the Question



General Tasks:

● Primary Purpose: Why the author wrote the passage; closely tied to the 

main idea; e.g., "... primary purpose ...", "... primarily concerned with ...".

● Main Idea: What the author wants you to believe; the overall claim or thesis, 

supported by the evidence and/or sub-claims.

● Structure: What the sequence is of the whole passage or a single paragraph; 

use your Mapping the Passage notes from your scratch paper to do POE.

● Tone: How the author feels or his attitude; look for word choice that reveals 

the author's emotions or feelings or attitude.

Step 2: Understand the Question



Specific Tasks:

● Vocabulary-in-Context: e.g. "... most nearly means …"; the correct answer 

must fit the sentence, paragraph, and passage.

● Retrieval: Where's Waldo? Find a detail in the passage; typically this is a 

case of knowing synonyms or synonymous meanings.

● Inference: "infer' means only what must be true; do NOT read between the 

lines; the answer will be a paraphrase of something IN THE PASSAGE.

● Specific Purpose: why the author included the subject or particular piece of 

information; find the claim for the piece of evidence.

Step 2: Understand the Question



Complex Tasks:

● Weaken: weaken a claim presented in the passage; correct answers will call 

the evidence used to support the claim into question.

● Strengthen: strengthen a claim presented in the passage; correct answers 

will further support the evidence associated with the claim in the question.

Step 2: Understand the Question



After you have Cracked the Question by identifying the 

Subject and Task, look for the Subject in the passage.

Once you locate the Subject, find the information about 

the subject that addresses the task of the question. You 

will always be able to prove the correct answer with 

something in the passage.

Use Active Reading strategies from Step 1 again.

Step 3: Find the Information in the Passage that 

Addresses the Task of the Question



Do not look for the best answer. Look for wrong answers.

These are typical wrong answers:

● Recycled Language

● Extreme Language

● No Such Comparison

● Reversals

● Outside Knowledge

● Emotional Appeals

Step 4: Use POE



Recycled Language: 

Wrong answers often have memorable words or phrases from the passage. 

Correct answers often are paraphrases or synonyms.

When you see recycled language in an answer choice, check carefully to see if it 

is false or irrelevant or otherwise can be eliminated.

Step 4: Use POE - Wrong Answers



Extreme Language: 

ETS often makes wrong answers by using words like must, always, never, only, 

best, and other very strong words, or by using verbs that are overly strong, such 

as prove or fail.

When you see extreme language in an answer choice, check carefully to see if it 

is false because it is too strong or too broad or too something.

Step 4: Use POE - Wrong Answers



No Such Comparison: 

Comparison words such as better, more than, or less than are used by test writers 

to make answer choices more appealing by drawing a comparison between two 

items references in the passage.

If you see comparison words in an answer choice, you should be suspicious of 

that answer choice. Make sure to reference the information in the answer choice 

against the information in the passage.

Step 4: Use POE - Wrong Answers



Reversals: 

Reversal answer choices seek to confuse you by stating a contradiction of the 

main idea or a fact from the passage. 

These will sound appealing, but then include a minor contradictory detail.

Remember: one word can make it wrong.

If a choice is perfect, except for a contradictory detail, eliminate it as a Reversal.

Step 4: Use POE - Wrong Answers



Outside Knowledge: 

Outside Knowledge answer choices will include correct information that is not in 

the passage. This type of answer choice is rare on the GRE.

Correct answer choices only contain information found in the passage.

Although rare, some wrong answers might include Outside Knowledge not found 

in the passage. Check carefully to see if it is false (according to the passage; not 

according to your knowledge) or irrelevant or otherwise can be eliminated.

Step 4: Use POE - Wrong Answers



Emotional Appeals: 

Emotional Appeal answer choices state positions that you believe, but are not 

discussed in the passage. This type of answer choice is rare on the GRE. This will 

typically involve a trendy or popular political viewpoint that a test-taker is likely to 

have.

Again, correct answer choices only contain information found in the passage.

If you see an Emotional Appeal (probably political) not found in the passage, 

check carefully to see if it is false (according to the passage; not according to your 

knowledge or beliefs) or irrelevant or otherwise can be eliminated.

Step 4: Use POE - Wrong Answers



Down to 2?

It is pretty common for two answer choices to remain, even after extensive POE.

This situation means that you are probably missing why one of the answer choices 

is wrong, and should look carefully at each word in the remaining choices. One 

word can make the whole answer wrong. When in doubt, play the odds:

1. Which uses more words from the passage? Bet on one that doesn't.

2. Which has stronger language or a stronger claim? Eliminate the extreme.

3. Which makes a comparison? Comparison answers are often incorrect.

Step 4: Use POE



Reading Comprehension Practice



Reading Comprehension Practice

TASK: INFERENCESUBJECT: INTENDED 
AUDIENCE

Passage contains info about habitat, 
classification, status, and physical 
adaptations. This describes the animal 
in a broad fashion that includes 
scientific details, but does not focus on 
them.



Reading Comprehension Practice



Reading Comprehension Practice



Reading Comprehension Practice



Reading Comprehension:

Critical Reasoning



Analytical Writing



Homework

(Mandatory)

Similar for your homework for 

today, see the ETS textbook 

posted at @america.

Please finish the second Verbal 

section, "Section 4", on page 60 of 

the ETS Textbook available from 

the @america website.



Homework

(Optional)

Similar for your homework for 

today, see the ETS textbook 

posted at @america.

Also, optionally, please take a look 

at both the Analytical Writing 

prompts in the ETS textbook (Issue 

& Argumentative). We will go 

through them next time.



Questions


