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Your homework was the ETS Practice 

Book, Section 4 (Verbal), posted at 

@america.

We will do it fast.
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Analytical Writing: Issue Essay & Argument Essay



Each essay is scored holistically 

by two different graders; grades 

are averaged.

Higher scoring essays tend to be 

*LONG*, full of noteworthy ideas, 

and college-level vocabulary.

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay & Argument Essay



If you are not a native English speaker, expect your essay score and the essays you wrote 

to receive more attention. ETS makes the essays available to schools, in addition to the 

scores. Essays are weighted by schools variably depending on the program you are 

applying to. You'll find that writing high-scoring essays is not as hard as it may seem once 

you've been shown how to do it.

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay & Argument Essay



Analytical Writing: Issue Essay & Argument Essay

Issue Essay:
1. Find key terms, state the opposite side, brainstorm 

examples: 5-7 minutes

2. Formulate a thesis: 2 minutes

3. Write the essay: 18-20 minutes

4. Proofread: 1-2 minutes

Use your time wisely. If in doubt, 

use the suggested guidelines 

below.

Argument Essay:
1. Break down the argument: 3-4 minutes

2. Find 2-3 assumptions: 3-4 minutes

3. Write the essay: 18-20 minutes

4. Proofread: 1-2 minutes



Analytical Writing: Issue Essay



Issue Essay Steps:

1. Think

2. Organize

3. Write

Essay Essentials:

1. Introduction

2. Body

3. Conclusion

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay



Step 1: Think

Before you start writing, take a moment to brainstorm some thoughts about the 

topic.

● Key Terms: what are the key words or phrases in the prompt? Do the terms 

need clarifying bore you can properly deal with them in the essay? Using key 

terms from the prompt can help overall coherency.

● Opposite Side: what would the converse of the statement be? You'll have to 

consider both sides of the prompt.

● Examples: what are some examples that would support the statement? What 

are some examples that would support the opposite statement? Examples are 

the most important part of your essay. Use very specific and relevant 

examples.

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay



Step 2: Organize

Organize your thoughts.

● Separate your examples: how many of your examples support the pro side 

and how many support the con side? Divide your examples up and see which 

side has more support.

● Write your thesis statement: after evaluating the strength of your examples, 

decide what position you will take in your essay, and then write your thesis. 

Your thesis is the main point that you want your essay to express.

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay



Step 3: Write

1. Introduction: Say what your plan is (say what you're going to say).
a. clearly establish the topic

b. preview both sides

c. present a clear thesis

2. Body Paragraphs: Carry out your plan (say it).
a. good transition and/or topic sentence

b. present an example

c. explain how the example supports the topic sentence & thesis

3. Conclusion: Indicate your plan is complete (say what you just said).
a. alert the reader the essay is ending

b. summarize the main points

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay



Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Remember the Steps:

1. Think

2. Organize

3. Write

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt
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Step 1: Think
Remember the Steps:

1. Step 1: Think

○ Key Terms

○ Opposite Side

○ Example

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt
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Step 1: Think
Key Terms:

● beauty: art, maybe literature?

● true beauty: natural, maybe 

man-made?

● exceptional

● commonplace

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt
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Step 1: Think
Opposite Side:

Original: "True beauty is found not in 

the exceptional but in the 

commonplace."

Opposite: "True beauty is found not 

in the commonplace but in the 

exceptional."

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt
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Step 1: Think
Examples:

Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa

Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris

Niagara Falls

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 2: Organize

Remember the Steps:

1. Step 2: Organize

○ Separate your examples

○ Write your thesis 

statement

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 2: Organize

Separate your Examples:

Examples - Pro:

● Niagara Falls

Examples - Con:

● Mona Lisa

● Notre Dame

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 2: Organize

Write your Thesis Statement:

"While certain commonplace natural 

objects are examples of beauty, true 

beauty is most often found in rare, 

exceptional cases."

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 3: Write

1. Introduction
a. clearly establish the topic

b. preview both sides

c. present a clear thesis

2. Body Paragraphs
a. topic sentence

b. example

c. analysis

3. Conclusion
a. alert that the essay is ending

b. summarize the main points

"True beauty is found not in the 

exceptional but in the commonplace."

Write an essay in which you take a 

position on the statement above. In 

developing and supporting your 

essay, consider instances in which 

the statement does and does not 

hold true.

The Prompt

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 3: Write

1. Introduction
a. clearly establish the topic; don't just restate the prompt; be interesting

Approaches:

● Rhetorical Question: "Can we find beauty only in rare, exceptional instances or does it truly lie all 

around us?"

● Famous Quotation: "Beauty is Truth, Truth Beauty," or so said the romantic poet John Keats.

● Anecdote: "The Romantic poet John Keats was so struck by the beauty of Chapman's translation of 

Homer's work that he wrote a poem about it.

● Fact/Statistic: "A recent scientific study showed that the faces that people find the most beautiful 

are those that are the most symmetrical."

● Definition: "Beauty, by definition, is that which moves us or impacts us significantly."

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 3: Write

1. Introduction
a. clearly establish the topic

b. preview the issue; briefly touch on both sides; use contrasting transition words

Examples:

"While some people can find beauty in the most common of places, true beauty is found only in the 

exceptional."

"Despite the assertions of many that beauty is everywhere, true beauty is found only in exceptional 

cases."

"There can be no doubt that some of the world's most common things are beautiful. And yet, it is often the 

exceptional objects that possess true beauty.

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 3: Write

1. Introduction
a. clearly establish the topic

b. preview both sides

c. present a clear thesis; tell the reader your position and why; preview the body

Examples:

"True beauty is found in the exceptional, not in the commonplace, because if common things were 

beautiful, the very word would lose its meaning."

"True beauty is not to be found in the commonplace, but in the exceptional. On closer inspection, even so-

called common objects that people consider beautiful are actually exceptional."

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 3: Write

2. Body Paragraphs
a. topic sentence

Use strong topic sentences and good transitions. Examples:

"One example of beauty found in the exceptional is Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa."

"Consider the beauty of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, a building that is in no way commonplace."

"Like da Vinci's Mona Lisa, the cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris is an exceptional, and exceptionally 

beautiful, object."

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 3: Write

2. Body Paragraphs
a. topic sentence: "Like da Vinci's Mona Lisa, the cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris is an exceptional, and 

exceptionally beautiful, object."

b. example &

c. analysis: Develop and support your position (explain why Notre Dame supports the view that true beauty is 

exceptional, not commonplace).

Example: "Like da Vinci's Mona Lisa, the cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris is an exceptional, and exceptionally beautiful, 

object. Churches and cathedrals line the streets of most major cities in Western Europe, but few possess the renown of Notre 

Dame. Notre Dame is a stunning example of gothic architecture, famous for the flying buttresses that adorn the sides of the 

building. The cathedral also has rows and rows of beautiful sculptures recessed into the walls, as well as a gorgeous central

stained-glass window. These features make Notre Dame one of the most beautiful cathedrals in the world. Compared to a 

common church or cathedral, Notre Dame is truly awe-inspiring; Victor Hugo used the building as the backdrop for his 

magnificent book, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, and thousands of tourists travel untold miles to view the cathedral. That sort

of beauty is not possessed by just any church on the corner."

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Step 3: Write

3. Conclusion
a. alert that the essay is ending

b. summarize the main points

Example: "In conclusion, it's clear that true beauty is found not in the commonplace, but in the exceptional. 

The Mona Lisa and Notre Dame Cathedral are both exceptional examples of fairly commonplace things and it 

is these exceptions that are noted as truly beautiful. If anything, the commonplace serves only as a contrast to 

what true beauty really is."

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example



Your Score

If you could answer "yes" 

to all or almost all of 

these questions, 

congratulations! You 

have a 5-6 range. 

If you answered yes to 

fewer than 10 of these 

questions, you have 

room for improvement.

Analytical Writing: Issue Essay Example
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Analytical Writing: Argument Essay

Argument Essay Steps:

1. Read the topic and separate 

the conclusion and 

premises.

2. Identify assumptions: gaps 

in the argument, weaknesses 

in the logic, new information 

in the conclusion not in the 

premises.

3. Select 3 or 4 assumptions

to build your essay.

4. Organize the attack on the 

assumptions.

5. Read over and edit.



Arguments are composed 

of the Conclusion; the 

Premises; and the 

Assumptions.

3 Types of Assumptions:

1. Sampling

2. Analogy

3. Causal

Analytical Writing: Argument Essay



Analytical Writing: Argument Essay

Argument Essay Steps:

1. Read the topic and separate 

the conclusion and 

premises.

2. Identify assumptions: gaps 

in the argument, weaknesses 

in the logic, new information 

in the conclusion not in the 

premises.

3. Select 3 or 4 assumptions

to build your essay.

4. Organize the attack on the 

assumptions.

5. Read over and edit.



Analytical Writing: Argument Essay

Argument Essay Steps:

1. Read the topic and separate 

the conclusion and 

premises.

2. Identify assumptions: gaps 

in the argument, weaknesses 

in the logic, new information 

in the conclusion not in the 

premises.

3. Select 3 or 4 assumptions

to build your essay.

4. Organize the attack on the 

assumptions.

5. Read over and edit.

Brainstorm assumptions:

"Medical tests allow early 

detection…"

Will it necessary lead to 

survival? Will the test be 

widely available and 

cheap? Will doctors and 

patients interpret the tests 

correctly?



Analytical Writing: Argument Essay

Argument Essay Steps:

1. Read the topic and separate 

the conclusion and 

premises.

2. Identify assumptions: gaps 

in the argument, weaknesses 

in the logic, new information 

in the conclusion not in the 

premises.

3. Select 3 or 4 assumptions

to build your essay.

4. Organize the attack on the 

assumptions.

5. Read over and edit.

Organize & Plan!

You can use a template to organize!



Your Score

If you could answer "yes" 

to all or almost all of 

these questions, 

congratulations! You 

have a 5-6 range. 

If you answered "yes" to 

fewer than 12 of these 

questions, you have 

room for improvement.

If you answered "yes" to 

fewer than 5 of these 

questions, that is bad.

Analytical Writing: Argument Essay



Analytical Writing: Issue Essay & Argument Essay

Issue Essay:
1. Find key terms, state the opposite side, brainstorm 

examples: 5-7 minutes

2. Formulate a thesis: 2 minutes

3. Write the essay: 18-20 minutes

4. Proofread: 1-2 minutes

REMEMBER! Use your time 

wisely. If in doubt, use the 

suggested guidelines below.

Argument Essay:
1. Break down the argument: 3-4 minutes

2. Find 2-3 assumptions: 3-4 minutes

3. Write the essay: 18-20 minutes

4. Proofread: 1-2 minutes



Your homework was the ETS 

Practice Book, Analytic 

Writing in the Practice Test.

Analytical Writing Homework Review
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Analytical Writing Homework Review

Remember the Steps:

1. Step 1: Think

a. Key Terms

b. Opposite Side

c. Example



Analytical Writing Homework Review

Remember the Steps:

1. Step 1: Think

2. Step 2: Organize

a. Separate your examples

b. Write your thesis statement



Analytical Writing Homework Review

Remember the Steps:

1. Step 1: Think

2. Step 2: Organize

3. Step 3: Write
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Analytical Writing Homework Review

Essay Response:

What score should 

this Essay receive?



Analytical Writing Homework Review



Verbal Review



Vocabulary-related questions (Text Completion & Sentence Equivalence) 

constitute 50% of the Verbal portion(s) of the GRE. You must study & practice 

words and questions. Each type of vocabulary question is approached similarly:

1. Get a Clue! - Figure out what is going on. Use lexical or grammatical clues 

that could indicate contrast or similarity.

2. Predict the Answer - Make a solid prediction as to the meaning of the blank, 

or at least the clause or sentence, so you can later compare with the answer 

choices.

3. Process of Elimination - Actually compare the answer choices with the 

prediction(s) you've made.

Verbal Review: Vocabulary



The Basic Approach

1. Work the Passage: have a plan; 

read actively; find main ideas

2. Understand the Question: break the 

question down

3. Find the Information: refer back to 

the passage; keep the question 

task(s) in mind; find the "answer"

4. POE: compare the "answer" found to 

the answer choices; eliminate wrong 

answers

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



Step 1: Work the Passage

Active Reading: follow the author's argument. Separate the author's claims from 

the facts and other evidence used to back up those claims.

Main Idea:  what the author wants you to believe about the issue being presented 

in the passage.

Mapping the Passage:  use the scratch paper you have to write down notes 

regarding the passage.

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The Basic Approach

1. Work the Passage: have a plan; 

read actively; find main ideas

2. Understand the Question: break the 

question down

3. Find the Information: refer back to 

the passage; keep the question 

task(s) in mind; find the "answer"

4. POE: compare the "answer" found to 

the answer choices; eliminate wrong 

answers

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



Part 1: Identify the Subject (what you need to find in the passage)

Part 2: Understanding the Task

(what type of information you need to find about the subject of the question)

Example: "The author mentions land management policy in order to …"

● General Task (e.g. Main Idea, Structure, Tone)

● Specific Task (e.g. Retrieval [Where's Waldo?])

● Complex Task (e.g. Weaken/Strengthen Argument)

Step 2: Understand the Question

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The Basic Approach

1. Work the Passage: have a plan; 

read actively; find main ideas

2. Understand the Question: break the 

question down

3. Find the Information: refer back to 

the passage; keep the question 

task(s) in mind; find the "answer"

4. POE: compare the "answer" found to 

the answer choices; eliminate wrong 

answers

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



After you have Cracked the Question by identifying the 

Subject and Task, look for the Subject in the passage.

Once you locate the Subject, find the information about 

the subject that addresses the task of the question. You 

will always be able to prove the correct answer with 

something in the passage.

Use Active Reading strategies.

Step 3: Find the Information in the Passage that 

Addresses the Task of the Question

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The Basic Approach

1. Work the Passage: have a plan; 

read actively; find main ideas

2. Understand the Question: break the 

question down

3. Find the Information: refer back to 

the passage; keep the question 

task(s) in mind; find the "answer"

4. POE: compare the "answer" found to 

the answer choices; eliminate wrong 

answers

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



Do not look for the best answer. Look for wrong answers.

These are typical wrong answers:

● Recycled Language

● Extreme Language

● No Such Comparison

● Reversals

● Outside Knowledge

● Emotional Appeals

When in doubt, play the odds.

Step 4: Use POE

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension
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TASK: INFERENCESUBJECT: INTENDED 
AUDIENCE

Passage contains info about habitat, 
classification, status, and physical 
adaptations. This describes the animal 
in a broad fashion that includes 
scientific details, but does not focus on 
them.

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



TASK: TONE

SUBJECT: AUTHOR'S ATTITUDE

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension
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Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The question asks what the author of the passage considers to 
be most analogous, which is an indication that this is a type of 
specific purpose question. The subject of the question is the 
highlighted passage. The task is to determine which of the 
answer choices is most analogous to this viewpoint. Choice A 
mimics the viewpoint of the critics int eh passage that they 
believe great literature must be burdensome to the uninitiated 
by drawing a comparison to how avant-garde movies with 
complicated storylines are seen in relationship to Hollywood 
blockbusters with straightforward narrative.

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The phrase "can be inferred" indicates that this is an inference 
question. The subject of the question is the passage. The task is 
to determine what can be supported from the passage. The 
passage states that "rather than the to-be-expected socialist 
harangue, Allende subtly worked her political message within the 
fabric" of her narrative. This agrees with the idea that the 
novel's political message would have been expected to be stronger 
than it actually was.

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension
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Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The phrase "author would agree" indicates that this is an 
Inference question. The subject is the author. The task is to 
determine which choice the author would not agree with. Note 
this is an EXCEPT question - the correct answer is NOT 
supported by the text. The passage states that Alcott was an 
erudite orator. This conflicts with choice "E".

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The phrase "author would agree" indicates that this is an 
Inference question. The subject is the author. The task is to 
determine what can be inferred about the author's views. The 
passage states that "Alcott's gift was not as a writer," which 
supports answer choice "B".

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension
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The phrase "demonstrates the idea put forth" indicates that 
this is a Retrieval question. The subject of the question is the 
author's idea regarding animal classification. The task is to 
find the choice or choices that demonstrate this idea. The 
example of "a team of researchers" that "monitors the actions 
of the animals" and "compares its findings with prevailing 
beliefs" is consistent with the passage's statement that 
"taxonomic classification … is useful only when considered along 
with other information."

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



The word "tone" indicates this is a tone question. The subject is 
the author's tone. The task is to identify the word that 
describes this tone. The author focuses on scientific distinctions 
and uses words such as actually, fascinating, ultimately, and 
likewise to make specific observations. The author's tone is 
focused on clarifying scientific distinctions. This is an 
information or instructional tone.

Verbal Review: Reading Comprehension



Questions

Thank you!


