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Quick Note on the Essays

Some students had some concerns over the 

essays. We have planned a 2 ½ hour lecture 

and explanation of strategy regarding the 

essays, but on our last day together. 

This is intended to maximize your potential 

improvement in this class, and allow you to 

take time after our last session to utilize 

what we gave you to improve your essays.



Quick Note on the Essays

The Analytical Writing Section(s) is 

different than the Verbal Section(s).

There is an Issue Essay and an Argument 

Essay.

Each are scored from 1-6. Each essay is 

scored holistically by two different graders; 

grades are averaged.

In addition to this quick note today, I will 

provide 2 ½ hours of strategy on our 4th 

meeting.



Quick Note on the Essays

Notice that ETS's descriptions of the 

scoring levels (basically, their rubric) 

focus on analysis.

Higher scoring essays tend to be 

*LONG*, full of noteworthy ideas, 

and college-level vocabulary.

Remember, in addition to this quick 

note today, I will provide 2 ½ hours 

of strategy on our 4th meeting.



Quick Note on the Essays

This is all going to be 

available online through the 

@america website we use for 

class.

Remember, in addition to this 

quick note today, I will 

provide 2 ½ hours of strategy 

on our 4th meeting.



Quick Note on the Essays

This is all going to be available 

online through the @america 

website we use for class.

Remember, in addition to this 

quick note today, I will provide 

2 ½ hours of strategy on our 4th 

meeting.



Last Note on the Essays Today

If you are not a native English speaker, expect your 

essay score and the essays you wrote to receive 

more attention.

ETS makes the essays available to schools, in 

addition to the scores.

Essays are weighted by schools variably depending 

on the program you are applying to.

You'll find that writing high-scoring essays is not as 

hard as it may seem once you've been shown how 

to do it.



Text Completion Basics

On each Verbal section (there are two) of the GRE, you can expect to see about six Text 

Completion questions.

This equates to about 30% of the total questions.

The correct choice for each blank depends on the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

These questions are not just a glorified vocab quiz. You need to have a critical 

understanding of context and the ability to recognize the internal logic of the given 

sentence(s) or passage as a whole.



Text Completion Questions: Basic Approach



Text Completion Questions: Example



Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 1. Find the clues and transition 

words. "Who or what is the blank 

describing?" What is the blank talking 

about?

In this sentence, the blank describes the 

kind of orator that Robert Ingersoll was.



Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 1. (cont'd) Next ask, "What 

else in the passage provides insight 

into that person or thing?" 

Find information in the surrounding 

text that provides insight into that 

kind of orator that Ingersoll was.



Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 1. (cont'd) The sentence tells us that 

people traveled hundreds of miles to hear 

his … speeches.

The sentence also tells us that Ingersoll is 

virtually unknown today.

The transition word although puts this 

insight into opposition to the word in the 

blank describing the kind of orator Ingersoll 

was.

So, he was good and well-known.



Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 2. Come up with your own word or 

phrase for the blank. Use the insights 

you've gained (he was good and well-

known) to come up with your own word 

for the blank. Be precise and accurate.

Here, you might want to say, "a famously 

good," or something like that.



Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 3. Check each answer choice. 

Compare that word or phrase you've 

come up with ("a famously good" or 

something like that) to the answer 

choices.



Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 3. (cont'd)

Domineering, or bossy, is not a match.

Eminent, famous or respected, is OK!

Unobjectionable, something that can't be 

objected to, is not a match.

Conventional, is the opposite!

Execrable, or detestable, is a trick $10 word 

answer choice. Go with what you kept.



Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 3. (cont'd)

Ingersoll was an eminent orator 

of the nineteenth century!



Remember - Step 1: GET A CLUE!

STEP 1: GET A CLUE! The information to justify 

the answer is always right in front of you.

The text of the passage provides the context 

for the correct answer.



Text Completion: GET A CLUE!

Always do STEP 1 (GET A CLUE!) 

first! 

Don't skip steps!

Who or What is the blank 

describing?

What else in the passage provides 

insight into that person or thing?



Text Completion: Transitions & Punctuation

Transition words (and sometimes punctuation) can tell the reader how a clue 

relates to the blank - whether the clue has the same meaning as the blank or the 

opposite meaning.



Text Completion: POE Strategies

● Focus on words you know: any answer choice you know, you should be able to 

compare to your prediction and decisively check or cross out

● Never talk yourself into picking a word that you've eliminated: just because you 

know what it means does not mean the word is a better answer.

● Never eliminate a word you don't know: if you have no idea, you can't rule it out 

completely - look for answer choices you know are wrong.

● Don't trust your ears: if it doesn't sound quite right, it may still be correct - it may be 

an antiquated usage, or even plain awkward.

● Don't forget to Mark and move: you can always come back to the question at the 

end.



Text Completion: Last Notes

● If you are stumped, which you will be, you can simplify your POE into just "Good" 

and "Bad". Get a general sense of what kind of word goes into the blank, and start 

eliminating.

● Memorize the words you will find on our website. Memorize all new words you find 

during GRE Preparation.

● There are few other advanced topics for Text Completion strategy that we haven't 

covered here. If you need more help, please see us afterwards.



Text Completions Drill



Text Completions Drill

#1: Begin by determining who/what 

the blank in the sentence is 

describing.

The blank is describing the conviction 

of the United States to remain 

neutral. Now determine what else 

gives insight into the word for the 

blank.



Text Completions Drill

#1 (cont'd):

The sentence states that global 

interconnectedness is on the rise in the 

introductory phrase, which stands in 

contrast to the above.

Therefore, in a climate of global 

interconnectedness, for a nation like the 

United States to remain neutral would be 

difficult to maintain, so use a word like 

"improbable" for the blank.



Text Completions Drill

#1 (cont'd):

Something presumptuous is not necessary 

"improbable." Futile is a good match for 

"improbable" so keep (B). Contemptuous 

doesn't match "improbable," and both 

pragmatic and admirable are the 

opposite of "improbable."



Text Completions Drill

#2:

Prediction: "Impressed by"

Eliminate (A)

Keep (B)

Eliminate (C)

Eliminate (D) and (E)

Answer: (B) "enamored of"



Text Completions Drill

#3: Determine which blank is easier.

The first is easier. Prediction: "weak".

Keep (A), eliminate (B) & (C).

The second's Prediction: "anxiety"

(D) is too extreme. Keep (E). (F) is the 

opposite.

Answer: (A) "fragile" & (E) "vulnerability"



Text Completions Drill

#4:

Answer: (B) "prerogative" & (F) 

"attainable by"



Text Completions Drill

#5:

Answer: (A) "an ineluctable" & (F) 

"merely denouement"



Text Completions Drill

#6:

Answer: (A) "pedantic" & (D) 

"antediluvian"



Text Completions Drill

#7:

Answer: (C) "fulfilled", (F) "changes", 

& (H) "perilously"



Text Completions Drill

#8:

Answer: (B) "dense", (F) "liquid", & (G) 

"an illustration"



#9:

Answer: (C) "practicing", (E) "articulate", 

& (I) "unfamiliar"

Text Completions Drill



#10:

Answer: (B) "demarcates", (D) 

"apocryphal", & (I) "senescence"

Text Completions Drill



Sentence Equivalence

Sentence Equivalence questions make up approximately 20% of the questions in any 

individual Verbal section.

You must choose the two answer choices that complete the sentence, fit the meaning of 

the sentence as a whole, and produce complete sentences that are alike in meaning.

CAUTION: The two right answers will sometimes be synonyms, but often, they will NOT 

be synonyms. They need only produce sentences that are similar.



Sentence Equivalence: The Basic Approach

1. Find the Clues and Transition words.

2. Come up with your own word or phrase for the blank. Write that word down on 

your scratch paper.

3. Check each answer choice and use your scratch paper (checking, crossing-out, and 

question-marking).



Sentence Equivalence: Clues & Transitions

The first step in answering Sentence Equivalence questions is the same as that for Text 

Completions. You must find the clues and transition words in the sentence.

Do not move on to Step 2 or look at the answer choices until you've identified the clues 

and transition words in the sentence!



Sentence Equivalence: POE Strategies

When in doubt, or when in trouble, or when it's all 

French to to you, here are a few strategies:

● Positive and Negative Words: simplify your 

POE to good/bad sounding words

● Synonym / No Synonym: look over the answer 

choices for synonym pairs

● There are few other advanced topics for 

Sentence Equivalence strategy that we 

haven't covered here. If you need more help, 

please see us afterwards.



Sentence Equivalence

#1:

"affinity" and "predilection"

#2:

"fiasco" and "debacle"

#3:

"diminishes" and "wanes"

#4:

"an inept" and "a maladroit"

#5:

"temperament" and "humor"



Homework
1) Continue Your Vocabulary-

Building
2) Handout #2 (Online)



Didactic Queries?
Catechistic Inquiry?
Dialectical Vitriol?

Thank you.
We sanguinely hope 
you have taken no 

umbrage.


