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Homework Check

Exercise #1: match the following words to their definitions.

1. improvised: without preparation veracity

2. anewly coined word or expression . recant

3. asong of joy and praise . extemporaneous

4 to praise highly . stymie

5. truthfulness; honesty paean

6. artless; frank and candi lucid

f. associated with war and the military . laud

8. toretract a belief or statement . onerous

9. cursory; done without care or interest tortuous

10. troubling; burdensome neclogism

11. to criticize; to officially rebuke martial

12. winding; twisting; complicated ingenuous

13. to block; to thwart . censure

14. clear; easily understood . perfectory
*perfunctory




Homework Check

Exercise #2 (Text Completion): find the choice that
best fits the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

Known and feared for their the

Prussians became a force inspiring te'rmr after A pertectionist in all things, Joseph expected to

overcoming intermal fighting through Bismarck's immediately become (_____ and was
i : downtrodden indeed when he remained a
cunning leadership. B L
(i) despite his best efforts.
rtill . .
ariien Blank (i) Blank (il
extravagance .
a maven practitioner
I . .
opuiente a musician pundit
covetousness 2 Virluoso tyro
truculence




Homework Check

Exercise #3 (Sentence Equivalence): find the
two choices that best fit the meaning of the
sentence as a whole. You must select BOTH
correct answers - there is no partial credit.

Though he wasn't particularly well-known as a Excessive patriotism is by definition ;
humanitarian, his deep sense of responsibility as the apotheosizing of one country necessarily
for the suffering was real, and was only belied requires some amount of demonization of other
by an outward appearance of _ people.

d concemn 3 minatory

d ambivalence ad xenophobic

d  mirth 3 unethical

d jouissance 3 bigoted

d insouciance a nationalistic

d indifference 3 ftruculent



Quick Note on the Essays

Some students had some concerns over the
essays. We have planned a 2 % hour lecture
and explanation of strategy regarding the
essays, but on our last day together.

This is intended to maximize your potential
improvement in this class, and allow you to
take time after our last session to utilize
what we gave you to improve your essays.

I LOVEIQUESTIONS

makeameme.org




Quick Note on the Essays

The Analytical Writing Section(s) is I |
different than the Verbal Section(s).

There is an Issue Essay and an Argument
Essay.

Each are scored from 1-6. Each essay is
scored holistically by two different graders;
grades are averaged.

In addition to this quick note today, | will A
provide 2 2 hours of strategy on our 4th :
meeting.



Quick Note on the Essays

Notice that ETS's descriptions of the
scoring levels (basically, their rubric)

An essay that scores a 6 presents a
cogent, well-articulated critique of
- the argument and conveys meaning

| skillfully.

focus on analysis.

An essay that scores a 5 presents a
| 'encrally thoughtful, well-developed

Higher scoring essays tend to be Bl T ve | ';_nningclearly.
*LONG*, full of noteworthy ideas, . oo of che argumen:

and college-level vocabulary.

Remember, in addition to this quick viously A o
note today, | will provide 2 % hours S strates ||

of strategy on our 4th meeting. N 4
that scores a 1 €emonstra
Jntal deficiencies in bot; 36




Quick Note on the Essays

{0 present your viewpoint on a particula
Sibles. The following is one example of the

This is all going to be
available online through the
@america website we use for
class.

on that states or
st and specific

pt issue.

] compose
jon on
ctions. A
a score of

Remember, in addition to this
quick note today, | will
provide 2 % hours of strategy
on our 4th meeting.

ie specific
“““ on the issue
such areas
5, and/or

iment provided as part of the Issue
er unhappy and result in 2 po%




Quick Note on the Essays

This is all going to be available
online through the @america
website we use for class.

Remember, in addition to this
quick note today, | will provide
2 % hours of strategy on our 4th
meeting.




Last Note on the Essays Today

If you are not a native English speaker, expect your
essay score and the essays you wrote to receive
more attention.

ETS makes the essays available to schools, in
addition to the scores.

Essays are weighted by schools variably depending
on the program you are applying to.

You'll find that writing high-scoring essays is not as
lﬂﬂl( mto my BUBS
hard as it may seem once you've been shown how Yn" Ie gon“a nass me GHE'

tO dO It ulBkimBriE cbm




Text Completion Basics

On each Verbal section (there are two) of the GRE, you can expect to see about six Text
Completion guestions.

This equates to about 30% of the total questions.
The correct choice for each blank depends on the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

These questions are not just a glorified vocab quiz. You need to have a critical
understanding of context and the ability to recognize the internal logic of the given
sentence(s) or passage as a whole.



Text Completion Questions: Basic Approach




Text Completion Questions: Example




Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 1. Find the clues and transition
words. "Who or what is the blank
describing?" What is the blank talking
about?

In this sentence, the blank describes the
kind of orator that Robert Ingersoll was.




Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 1. (cont'd) Next ask, "What
else in the passage provides insight
into that person or thing?"

Find information in the surrounding
text that provides insight into that
kind of orator that Ingersoll was.




Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 1. (cont'd) The sentence tells us that
people traveled hundreds of miles to hear
his ... speeches.

The sentence also tells us that Ingersoll is
virtually unknown today.

The transition word although puts this
insight into opposition to the word in the
blank describing the kind of orator Ingersoll
was.

So, he was good and well-known.




Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 2. Come up with your own word or
phrase for the blank. Use the insights
you've gained (he was good and well-
known) to come up with your own word
for the blank. Be precise and accurate.

Here, you might want to say, "a famously
good," or something like that.




Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 3. Check each answer choice.
Compare that word or phrase you've
come up with ("a famously good" or
something like that) to the answer
choices.




Text Completion Example: How to Crack It
Step 3. (cont'd)

Domineering, or bossy, is not a match.
Eminent, famous or respected, is OK!

Unobjectionable, something that can't be
objected to, is not a match.

Conventional, is the opposite!

Execrable, or detestable, is a trick S10 word
answer choice. Go with what you kept.




Text Completion Example: How to Crack It

Step 3. (cont'd)

Ingersoll was an eminent orator

of the nineteenth century!




Remember - Step 1: GET A CLUE!

STEP 1: GET A CLUE! The information to justify
the answer is always right in front of you.

The text of the passage provides the context
for the correct answer.




Text Completion: GET A CLUE!
A .
Always do STEP 1 (GET A CLUE!) I still have nondea

&

first!
Don't skip steps!

Who or What is the blank
describing?

What else in the passage provides
Insight into that person or thing?

Pt

whatI'midoing




Text Completion: Transitions & Punctuation

Transition words (and sometimes punctuation) can tell the reader how a clue
relates to the blank - whether the clue has the same meaning as the blank or the
opposite meaning. i ‘ '




Text Completion: POE Strategies

e Focus on words you know: any answer choice you know, you should be able to
compare to your prediction and decisively check or cross out

e Never talk yourself into picking a word that you've eliminated: just because you
know what it means does not mean the word is a better answer.

® Never eliminate a word you don't know: if you have no idea, you can't rule it out
completely - look for answer choices you know are wrong.

e Don't trust your ears: if it doesn't sound quite right, it may still be correct - it may be
an antiguated usage, or even plain awkward.

e Don't forget to Mark and move: you can always come back to the question at the
end.



Text Completion: Last Notes

e If you are stumped, which you will be, you can simplify your POE into just "Good"
and "Bad". Get a general sense of what kind of word goes into the blank, and start
eliminating.

® Memorize the words you will find on our website. Memorize all new words you find

during GRE Preparation.
e There are few other advanced topics for Text Completion strategy that we haven't
covered here. If you need more help, please see us afterwards.




Text Completions Drill

diotdd of purchasing books was primari]
‘Phe practice of the well-to-do until the
(1) —————1 increased popularity of diy.
i,!“w 18005, \lec:"sio" in the number of hookstore;,
g he exp! { the paperback made book,;

novels, b 7
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Blank (i)

dislikable to

excitable to

attainable by

the Loundaries of congressional seats
in order to protect incumbents, as
engineer the demographics of each

uch that those alrcady in office can coast
£ victory. Of course, there is

Blank (i)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentious

merely denouement
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Text Completions Drill

Blank (ii)

dislikable to

#1: Begin by determining who/what

excitable to

attainable by

the blank in the sentence is
describing.

the boundaries of congressional scats
order to protect incumbents, as
engineer the demographics of each

ch that those alrcady in office can coast
1 victory. Of course, there is
ossibility that the incumbent will
enge from within his or her own party,
‘, once the primary is over, the general

The blank is describing the conviction
of the United States to remain

neutral. Now determine what else
gives insight into the word for the
blank.

Blank (i)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentious

merely denouement




Text Completions Drill

#1 (cont'd):

The sentence states that global
interconnectedness is on the rise in the
introductory phrase, which stands in
contrast to the above.

Therefore, in a climate of global
interconnectedness, for a nation like the
United States to remain neutral would be
difficult to maintain, so use a word like
"improbable" for the blank.

10
4 of co of purchasing books was primarily
Phe practic of the well-to-do until the
n (i)/m increased popularity of iy,
oL ion in the number of "0"‘(8!0@8
introduction of the paperback made "Ook;
the average man.

g

the

Blank (ii)

dislikable to

excitable to

attainable by

ly, the Loundaries of congressional seats
order to protect incumbents, as

engineer the demographics of each

such that those alrcady in office can coast

' victory. Of course, there is

ossibility that the incumbent will

ge from within his or her own party,

Blank (ii)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentious

merely denouement




Text Completions Drill

#1 (cont'd):

Something presumptuous is not necessary
"improbable." Futile is a good match for
"improbable" so keep (B). Contemptuous
doesn't match "improbable," and both
pragmatic and admirable are the

opposite of "improbable."

¢ purchasing DOOKS Was primari]y
‘Phe practice olrk of the well-to-do until the
n (’)—”"]}G’Lﬁs increased popularity of dime

lnte 180(']’3(; :;pnnsioﬂ in the number of """k"lom‘
[:l,wtllnuo duction of the paperback made books

the average man.

Blenk (ii)
dislikable to

excitable to

attainable by

, the Loundaries of congressional seats
order to protect incumbents, as
engineer the demographics of each

uch that those alrcady in office can coast
E victory. Of course, there is

enge from within his or her own party,
jonce the primary is over, the general

Blank (i)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentious

merely denouement




Text Completions Drill

H2:

Prediction: "Impressed by"
Eliminate (A)

Keep (B)

Eliminate (C)

Eliminate (D) and (E)

Answer: (B) "enamored of"

4 of 10 of purchasing books was primarily
‘Phe practice of the well-to-do until the
n (i)——-——"ﬁ'fh‘c increased popularity of djy,,

7 Wl
duw 1?03?0 axpansion in the numl:;cr :f bookutom'
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the average mar.

Blank (i)

dislikable to

excitable to

Blank (i)

attainable by

ly; the Loundaries of congressional seats
in order to protect incumbents, as
_engineer the demographics of each

ch that those alrcady in office can coast
victory. Of course, there is
ipossibility that the incumbent will

Jonce the primary is over, the general

Blank (i)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentious

merely (ll"l'.l)llL‘nl(_‘lll



Text Completions Drill

#3: Determine which blank is easier.
The first is easier. Prediction: "weak".
Keep (A), eliminate (B) & (C).

The second's Prediction: "anxiety"

(D) is too extreme. Keep (E). (F) is the
opposite.

Answer: (A) "fragile" & (E) "vulnerability"

4 of 10 k i
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gly, the Loundaries of congressional seats
order to protect incumbents, as
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victory. Of course, there is

Blank (i)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentious

merely denouement
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Text Completions Drill

Blenk (ii)

dislikable to

excitable to

H#4:

attainable by

Answer: (B) "prerogative" & (F)

the Loundaries of congressional scats
n order to protect incumbents, as
gineer the demographics of each

that those alrcady in office can coast
victory. Of course, there is

"attainable by"

Blank (ii)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentious

merely denouement




Text Completions Drill

#5:

Answer: (A) "an ineluctable" & (F)

"merely denouement”

0 3
4 of 1 of purchasing books was primarily
The practice of the well-to-do until the
n (1)_————1 increased popularity of
1 the in¢ e
'J‘nto 1800s, whet sion in the number of bookstor(,,
e - 1)

| i back made |
duction of the paper o
i . the average man.

Blenk (ii

dislikable to

excitable to

attainable by

the Loundaries of congressional scats
n order to protect incumbents, as

5 engineer the demographics of each

ch that those alrcady in office can coast
i victory. Of course, there is

lenge from within his or her own party.
', once the prirnary is over, the general

Blank (ii)

seldom nugatory

remarkably contentions

merely denouement
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| While more (i)
{insist that video games will never be a proper object, friends before their trip to Chile, she discovered

L] L]
Te Xt CO I I l p I et I O n S D rl I I fof study, tl_le Tising generation of more heterodox that although she could comprehend her friends, she
| academics is inclined to view such talk as positively could not (ii) her thoughts in the

professors continue to As Molly was (i) Spanish with her

(u) : (iii) language.
{ Blank () Blank (i) Blank (i) Blank (i) Blank (iii)
 pedantic ; mastering acknowledge inherent

disregarding articulate objective

practicing disencumber unfamiliar

H6:

Answer: (A) "pedantic" & (D)
"antediluvian"

People accustomed to thinking that the human
an (i) the outer bounas of

ing found in the shells of living turtles.

ha Romney, however, argues that while such
may be (ii) , some turtles do
exhibit 2 phenomenon known as “negligible

,” showing no signs of aging even

Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
apocryphal rejuvenation
0 a.rcates authentic superannuation
heresy senescence




Text Completions Drill

H7:

Answer: (C) "fulfilled", (F) "changes",
& (H) "perilously"

"6 of 10 9 of 10

- While more (i) professors continue to
|insist that video games will never be a proper object
| of study, the rising generation of more heterodox

academics is inclined to view such talk as positively could not (ii)

As Molly was (i)
friends before their trip to Chile, she discovered
that although she could comprehend her friends, she

Spanish with her

her thoughts in the

‘ (“)_—— (iii) language.
s Blank (i) Blank (i) Blank (i) Blank (i) Blank (iii)
- o o | VPO
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practicing disencumber unfamiliar

may be (ii)

£
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apocryphal rejuvenation
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Text Completions Drill

H8:

Answer: (B) "dense", (F) "liquid", & (G)
"an illustration"

6 of 1U 9 of 10

:‘,‘_Whﬂe more .(i) professors continue to
[ insist that video games will never be a proper object
| of study, the rising generation of more heterodox.

| academics is inclined to view such talk as positively could not (ii)

As Molly was (i)
friends before their trip to Chile, she discovered
that although she could comprehend her friends, she

Spanish with her

her thoughts in the

(“)_— . (iii) language.
[ Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
edantic | mastering acknowledge inherent
disregarding articulate objective
practicing disencumber unfamiliar

1 n (i)

People accustomed to thinking that the human

the outer bounas of

Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
apocryphal rejuvenation
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heresy
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Text Completions Drill

H9:

Answer: (C) "practicing", (E) "articulate",
& (1) "unfamiliar"

6 of 10 9 of 10
i‘fwle more (i) ____ professors continue to As Molly was (i) Spanish with her
insist that video games will never be a proper object friends before their trip to Chile, she discovered
| of stndy, tl_'ae Tising genera‘tlon of more heterodox that although she could comprehend her friends, she
| academics is inclined to view such talk as positively could not (ii) her thoughts in the

(T (iii) language.
; _ Blank () Blank (ii) Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
- B I ar At T
edantic mastering acknowledge inherent
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., some turtles do
“exhibit 2 phenomenon known as “negligible
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apocryphal rejuvenation
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Text Completions Drill

#10:

Answer: (B) "demarcates”, (D)
"apocryphal”, & () "senescence"

| While more (i)

‘F},ihsist that video games will never be a proper object,
[ of study, the rising generation of more heterodox
| academics is inclined to view such talk as positively

(ii)

professors continue to

9 of 10

As Molly was (i)

could not (i)

. Spanish with her
friends before their trip to Chile, she discovered
that although she could comprehend her friends, she
her thoughts in the

(iii) language.
Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
mastering acknowledge inherent
disregarding articulate objective
practicing disencumber unfamiliar

being found in the shells of living turtles.

mantha Romney, however, argues that while such

s may be (ii)

, some turtles do

exhibit 2 phenomenon known as “negligible
n

showing no signs of aging even

Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
apocryphal rejuvenation
afcatm authentic superannuation
heresy senescence




Sentence Equivalence

Sentence Equivalence questions make up approximately 20% of the questions in any
individual Verbal section.

You must choose the two answer choices that complete the sentence, fit the meaning of
the sentence as a whole, and produce complete sentences that are alike in meaning.

CAUTION: The two right answers will sometimes be synonyms, but often, they will NOT

be synonyms. They need only produce sentences that are similar.




Sentence Equivalence: The Basic Approach

1. Find the Clues and Transition words.
2. Come up with your own word or phrase for the blank. Write that word down on

your scratch paper.
3. Check each answer choice and use your scratch paper (checking, crossing-out, and

question-marking).




Sentence Equivalence: Clues & Transitions

The first step in answering Sentence Equivalence questions is the same as that for Text
Completions. You must find the clues and transition words in the sentence.

Do not move on to Step 2 or look at the answer choices until you've identified the clues
and transition words in the sentence!




Sentence Equivalence: POE Strategies

When in doubt, or when in trouble, or when it's all
French to to you, here are a few strategies:

® Positive and Negative Words: simplify your
POE to good/bad sounding words @ Ay
I'believe:you/speak French?
e Synonym / No Synonym: look over the answer maury OF 7006
choices for synonym pairs
® There are few other advanced topics for
Sentence Equivalence strategy that we
haven't covered here. If you need more help,

please see us afterwards. T v
Yes;French fries and French toast!

N’y UF 2006




Sentence Equivalence

#1.

"affinity" and "predilection”
#2.

"fiasco" and "debacle"

#3:

"diminishes" and "wanes"
#4:

"an inept" and "a maladroit"
#5:

“temperament” and "humor"

16 vast amount of time Francis dedicated

¢ six different languages, he was
 communicator; his mastery of ‘ay
\d grammar failed to redress his inability
cogent prose.

very respect, yet one child remained
guine even in times of stress while her
ne to angry outbursts that indicated an
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Didactic Queries?
Catechistic Inquiry?
Dialectical Vitriol?

Thank you.
We sanguinely hope
you have taken no
umbrage.




