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Reading Comprehension

All Reading Comprehension Passages are Argumentative.
There are three types of Reading Comprehension Questions:

o Multiple Choice
o Select All That Apply
e« Select a Sentence

Some of these ask about Details, Structure, Tone, Words-in-Context, or
Main Ideas.

Some of these are intended to test Critical Reasoning skills, for example with
Conclusions, Premises, and Assumptions.
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Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The Question is: "The ... argument relies on which ... assumptions?"

Here is the passage:

After examining the bodies of a dozen beached whales and finding evidence of
bleeding around the animals' eyes and brains as well as lesions on their kidneys
and livers, environmental groups fear that the Navy's use of sonar is causing
serious harm to marine mammals. A leading marine biologist reports that sonar

induces whales to panic and surface too quickly, which causes nitrogen bubbles
to form in their blood.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

a. Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, including
dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions.
No studies have been conducted on the possible detrimental effects of
sonar on marine animals.

c. Whales in captivity panic only when exposed to man-made, rather than
natural, sound waves.

p. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated
to cause damage to various internal organs.

e. It is unlikely that the symptons found in the beached whales could be
caused by any known disease.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, including
dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions.

8. No studies have been conducted on the possible detrimental effects of
sonar on marine animals. WRONG ("a ... biologist reports ... sonar induces
whales to panic")

Whales in captivity panic only when exposed to man-made, rather than
natural, sound waves.

p. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated
to cause damage to various internal organs.

e. It is unlikely that the symptons found in the beached whales could be
caused by any known disease.




Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

Read the following passage:

After examining the bodies of a dozen beached whales and finding evidence of
bleeding around the animals' eyes and brains as well as lesions on their kidneys
and livers, environmental groups fear that the Navy's use of sonar Is causing

serious harm to marine mammals. A leading marine biologist reports that sonar
Induces whales to panic and surface too quickly, which causes nitrogen bubbles

to form 1n their blood.




Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, includini

dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions.
WRONG

Whales in captivity panic only when exposed to man-made, rather than
natural, sound waves. SEEMS TOO EXTREME ("... groups fear ...")

p. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated
to cause damage to various internal organs.

e. It is unlikely that the symptons found in the beached whales could be
caused by any known disease.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, including
dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions. SEEMS
KIND OF 'OUT THERE' ("relies on" in the question presupposes the main
idea, which is not really related to this answer choice)

WRONG
. SEEMS TOO EXTREME

p. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated to
cause damage to various internal organs.

It is unlikely that the symptoms found in the beached whales could be

caused by any known disease. [SELRRVERU G ELER 1]



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE'
B. WRONG
SEEMS TOO EXTREME
The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated
to cause damage to various internal organs. (1R R TN Le ] I (=141 ¥y
e. Itis unlikely that the symptoms found in the beached whales could be
caused by any known disease. SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE' ("relies on"

in the question presupposes the main idea, which is not really related to this
answer choice)




Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

Read the following passage:

After examining the bodies of a dozen beached whales and finding evidence of
bleeding around the animals' eyes and brains as well as lesions on their kidneys
and livers, environmental groups fear that the Navy's use of sonar is causing
serious harm to marine mammals. A leading marine biologist reports that sonar
induces whales to panic and surface too quickly, which causes nitrogen bubbles
to form in their blood.




Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE'

WRONG

SEEMS TOO EXTREME

The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated

to cause damage to various internal organs. CORRECT - EVIDENCE
BASED

e. SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE'
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Reading Comprehension

Remember there are also two other types of questions:
Select All That Apply
and
Select a Sentence

Karl has hopefully covered or will hopefully cover these in-depth. If you have
further questions regarding these types of questions, | can give you examples
next class, as well.
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ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS ll

Go Back ToThe Passage!




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS | -

Go Back ToThe Passage!

Read the whole sentence that includes
the line.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS ll

Go Back ToThe Passage!

Read the whole sentence that includes
the line ... If you don’t find the answer in
the line you're given, check one sentence
before or after the line reference to get a
fuller context.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS Il -

Anticipate

The key to anticipation is that all the
information you need to answer the
question is in the passage.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE ll

Anticipate

The key to anticipation is that all the
information you need to answer the
question is in the passage. That’s why we
look in the passage, not in the choices,
for our answers.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 8
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Leavitt never produced any other important work. She
only worked sporadically, since she was plagued by poor
health for most of her life. The most obvious factors
working against her were her position and her sex. As a
computer, she had no autonomy and could only work on
what she was assigned, and as a woman, she had no
chance for advancement. The tide of women’s rights had
begun to turn[Harvard would award a PhD in astronomy
to a woman for the first time in 1925—but these changes
came too late for Leavitt, who died of cancerin 1921.
However, the importance of her discovery did not go
unnoticed by the scientific community. Later astronomers
such as Hubble and Hertzsprung acknowledged how
indebted their work was to her discovery, and she was
even nominated for a Nobel Prize five years after her
death. Yet outside of academia, she remains little more
than a footnote of history.

The author mentions Hubble and
Hertzsprung (line 63) in order to
emphasize



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 9 -

Leavitt never produced any other important work. She The author mentions Hubble and
only worked sporadically, since she was plagued by poor Hertzsprung (line 63) in order to
health for most of her life. The most obvious factors emphasize ...
working against her were her position and her sex. As a

ss computer, she had no autonomy and could only work on how indebted their work was to
what she was assigned, and as a woman, she had no her discovery

chance for advancement. The tide of women’s rights had
begun to turn[Harvard would award a PhD in astronomy
to a woman for the first time in 1925—but these changes

60 came too late for Leavitt, who died of cancerin 1921.
However, the importance of her discovery did not go
unnoticed by the scientific community. Later
astronomers such as Hubble and Hertzsprung
acknowledged how indebted their work was to her

65 discovery, and she was even nominated for a Nobel
Prize five years after her death. Yet outside of academia,
she remains little more than a footnote of history.
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she remains little more than a footnote of history.
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Leavitt never produced any other important work. She
only worked sporadically, since she was plagued by poor
health for most of her life. The most obvious factors
working against her were her position and her sex. As a
computer, she had no autonomy and could only work on
what she was assigned, and as a woman, she had no
chance for advancement. The tide of women’s rights had
begun to turn[Harvard would award a PhD in astronomy
to a woman for the first time in 1925—but these changes
came too late for Leavitt, who died of cancerin 1921.
However, the importance of her discovery did not go
unnoticed by the scientific community. Later
astronomers such as Hubble and Hertzsprung
acknowledged how indebted their work was to her
discovery, and she was even nominated for a Nobel
Prize five years after her death. Yet outside of academia,
she remains little more than a footnote of history.

The author mentions Hubble and
Hertzsprung (line 63) in order to
emphasize

A) the recognition she got from
the general public.

B) the extent to which
astronomy was dominated
by men.

C) her dependence on the work
of earlier scientists.

D) the esteem other scientists
had for her work.
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Leavitt never produced any other important work. She The author mentions Hubble and
only worked sporadically, since she was plagued by poor Hertzsprung (line 63) in order to
health for most of her life. The most obvious factors emphasize
working against her were her position and her sex. As a %) the recognition she got from
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65 discovery, and she was even nominated for a Nobel
Prize five years after her death. Yet outside of academia,
she remains little more than a footnote of history.
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Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic The “invention of photography”
technology burgeoned, academic institutions built larger (line 11) was important to
10 and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther astronomers because it

into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the images
their telescopes captured. This meant the astronomers
could leave the tedious work of data collection to low-

15 paid workers without wasting valuable telescope time.
These workers were called “computers”, women who
would compute the data in the photographs for 25 cents

an hour.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 3
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Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic
technology burgeoned, academic institutions built larger
and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther
into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the
images their telescopes captured. This meant the
astronomers could leave the tedious work of data
collection to low-paid workers without wasting valuable
telescope time. These workers were called “computers”,
women who would compute the data in the photographs

for 25 cents an hour.

The “invention of photography”
(line 11) was important to
astronomers because it
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Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic
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and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther
into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the images
their telescopes captured. This meant the astronomers
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These workers were called “computers”, women who
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astronomers because it ...

could leave the tedious work of
data collection to low-paid
workers




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 3

10

IS5

Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic
technology burgeoned, academic institutions built larger
and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther
into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the images
their telescopes captured. This meant the astronomers
could leave the tedious work of data collection to low-

paid workers without wasting valuable telescope time.

These workers were called “computers”, women who
would compute the data in the photographs for 25 cents

an hour.

The “invention of photography”
(line 11) was important to
astronomers because it ...

could leave the tedious work of
data collection to low-paid
workers

meant other people had to do
the data collection




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 3 -
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Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic
technology burgeoned, academic institutions built larger
and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther
into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the images
their telescopes captured. This meant the astronomers
could leave the tedious work of data collection to low-

paid workers without wasting valuable telescope time.

These workers were called “computers”, women who
would compute the data in the photographs for 25 cents

an hour.

The “invention of photography”
(line 11) was important to
astronomers because it

A) allowed them to see farther
into the night sky.

B) made data collection easier.
C) gave them more leisure time.

D) provided opportunities for
women.
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Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic
technology burgeoned, academic institutions built larger
and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther
into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the images
their telescopes captured. This meant the astronomers
could leave the tedious work of data collection to low-

paid workers without wasting valuable telescope time.

These workers were called “computers”, women who
would compute the data in the photographs for 25 cents

an hour.
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B) made data collection easier.
C) gave them more leisure time.

D) provided opportunities for
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Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic
technology burgeoned, academic institutions built larger
and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther
into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the images
their telescopes captured. This meant the astronomers
could leave the tedious work of data collection to low-

paid workers without wasting valuable telescope time.

These workers were called “computers”, women who
would compute the data in the photographs for 25 cents
an hour.

The “invention of photography”
(line 11) was important to
astronomers because it

%) allowed them te-seefarther
into the night sky.

v') made data collection easier.

v ) gave them more leisure time.

x) provided eppertunitiesfor

WwWomeh:
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Throughout the nineteenth century, as optic
technology burgeoned, academic institutions built larger
and larger telescopes that could peer farther and farther
into the night sky. With the invention of photography,
observatories could now produce records of the images
their telescopes captured. This meant the astronomers
could leave the tedious work of data collection to low-

paid workers without wasting valuable telescope time.

These workers were called “computers”, women who
would compute the data in the photographs for 25 cents
an hour.

The “invention of photography”
(line 11) was important to
astronomers because it

%) allowed them te-seefarther
into the night sky.

v') made data collection
easier.

%) gave them more leisure time.

x) provided eppertunitiesfor

WwWomeh:




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 4

Henrietta Leavitt was one such computer. Having

20 graduated from Radcliffe College in 1892, she developed

25

an interest in astronomy. The opportunities open to
women in the scientific world being few and far between,
she joined the photographic photometry department at
the Harvard College Observatory as a computer. Her
particular task was to search for “variables”, stars whose
brightness would vary over regular intervals, like a
flashing street light. This sort of work resonated with her
meticulous disposition, and she catalogued thousands of

variables at an incredible rate.

The third paragraph (lines 19-29)
chiefly serves to
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25

Henrietta Leavitt was one such computer. Having
20 graduated from Radcliffe College in 1892, she developed
an interest in astronomy. The opportunities open to
women in the scientific world being few and far between,

she joineq

the Harvs

How Leavitt became
a computer

partment at
iter. Her

particular task was to search for “variables”, stars whose

brightness would vary over regular intervals, like a
flashing street light. This sort of work resonated with her

meticulous disposition, and she catalogued thousands of

variables at an incredible rate.

The third paragraph (lines 19-29)
chiefly serves to
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25

Henrietta Leavitt was one such computer. Having
20 graduated from Radcliffe College in 1892, she developed
an interest in astronomy. The opportunities open to

women in the scientific world being few and far between,

she joineq

the Harvs

How Leavitt became
a computer

partment at

iter. Her

particular task was to search for “variables”, stars whose

brightness would vary over regular intervals, like a
flashing street light. This sort of work resonated with her

meticulous disposition, and she catalogued thousands of

variables at an incredible rate.

The third paragraph (lines 19-29)
chiefly serves to
A) discuss opportunities

available to women in
astronomy.

B) describe the daily activities of
a typical computer.

C) provide biographical
background on the subject.

D) examine the role of
technology in the

observatory.
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Henrietta Leavitt was one such computer. Having
20 graduated from Radcliffe College in 1892, she developed
an interest in astronomy. The opportunities open to

women in the scientific world being few and far between,

she joineq

the Harvs

How Leavitt became
a computer

partment at

iter. Her

particular task was to search for “variables”, stars whose

brightness would vary over regular intervals, like a

flashing street light. This sort of work resonated with her

meticulous disposition, and she catalogued thousands of

variables at an incredible rate.

The third paragraph (lines 19-29)
chiefly serves to

%) discuss opportunities
available to women in
astronomy.

%) describe the daily activities of
atypiealcomputer.

v') provide biographical
background on the subject.

X ) examine the role of

technology in the

observatory.
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The primary purpose of this passage is to




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 1 -

The primary purpose of this passage is to

tell who Henrietta Leavitt was and what

she did




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 1 -

The primary purpose of this passage is to

A) show how technology contributed to
Leavitt’s work.

B) detail how astronomers calculated the
size of the universe.

C) discuss women’s rights in the early
twentieth century.

D) describe a scientist who made an
important discovery.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 1

The primary purpose of this passage is to

%) show hewtechnologycontributed to

Leavitt’s work.

%) detail how astronomers ealealated-the

x) discuss womer’srights in the early

twentieth century.

v') describe a scientist who made an
important discovery.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1 -

Eliminate Nonsense

1. Random
2. False
3. Irrelevant




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1 -

Eliminate Nonsense

Random

The choice talks about things that the passage

doesn’t even mention.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1 -

Eliminate Nonsense

False

The choice is explicitly contradicted by the passage.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1 -

Eliminate Nonsense

Irrelevant

The choice is something the author says, but it

doesn’t actually answer the question.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1 -

Eliminate Nonsense

You should literally cross out the words that
make a choice wrong. This will greatly help

you keep track of what you’re doing.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1] -

Eliminate Nonsense

We’re not looking for the right choice, we’re

looking for wrong choices.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1] -

Eliminate Nonsense

We’re not looking for the right choice, we’re
looking for wrong choices. If you’re not sure
whether a choice fits, just leave it in. Just ask
whether the choice is Random, False, or
Irrelevant. If you can’t find a specific reason to
eliminate it, leave it in for now.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1] -

Eliminate Nonsense

On every question, three out of four choices
are wrong. So if we think a choice is wrong,

there’s a 75% chance we’re right!
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Eliminate Nonsense

Again, the key here is to work quickly.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1] -

Eliminate Nonsense

Again, the key here is to work quickly. Don’t
spend too much time agonizing over every
choice. Go through the choices, get rid of the
ones that are obviously wrong, and see what
you have left.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1] -

Eliminate Nonsense

Once you get down to two choices, you can go
back to the passage again to see which is better.
If you really can’t decide which is better, guess

one.




ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE NONSENSE 5

Henrietta Leavitt was one such computer. Having

20 graduated from Radcliffe College in 1892, she developed

25

an interest in astronomy. The opportunities open to
women in the scientific world being few and far between,
she joined the photographic photometry department at
the Harvard College Observatory as a computer. Her
particular task was to search for “variables”, stars whose
brightness would vary over regular intervals, like a flashing
street light. This sort of work resonated with her
meticulous disposition, and she catalogued thousands of

variables at an incredible rate.

Lines 21-24 (“The opportunities...
computer”) suggest that
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Henrietta Leavitt was one such computer. Having
20 graduated from Radcliffe College in 1892, she developed
an interest in astronomy. The opportunities open to

women in the scientific world being few and far
between, she joined the photographic photometry
department at the Harvard College Observatory as a
computer. Her particular task was to search for
“variables”, stars whose brightness would vary over regular
intervals, like a flashing street light. This sort of work
resonated with her meticulous disposition, and she

catalogued thousands of variables at an incredible rate.

Lines 21-24 (“The opportunities...
computer”) suggest that
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Henrietta Leavitt was one such computer. Having Lines 21-24 (“The opportunities...
20 graduated from Radcliffe College in 1892, she developed computer”) suggest that
an interest in astronomy. The opportunities open to

A) women had fewer
women in the scientific world being few and far opportunities in astronomy
between, she joined the photographic photometry

department at the Harvard College Observatory as a

2s computer. Her particular task was to search for

than in other sciences.

B) only men were allowed to

“variables”, stars whose brightness would vary over regular work at Harvard College

intervals, like a flashing street light. This sort of work Observatory.

resonated with her meticulous disposition, and she C) being a computer was one of

catalogued thousands of variables at an incredible rate. the only positions available to
Leavitt.

D) Leavitt was particularly skilled
at searching for variables.
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ANTICIPATION DRILL 2 -

“Form ever follows function,” the American architect As used in line 7, the word
Louis Sullivan decreed in 1896. Sullivan’s motto offered a
new way of approaching design problems, becoming
the guiding principle for modernist movement in

s architecture for nearly a century. Up until this point,
architecture throughout Europe and the United States had
been dominated by Neoclassicism, a revival of Greek
and Roman architectural styles. But as the twentieth
century ushered in industrial innovations, designers

10 sought to shake off conventions of the past and embrace
a new aesthetic. In this era of growing cities and new
production methods, buildings with fluted columns and
gilded angels suddenly seemed old fashioned and out of
touch. Modernists rejected these established styles,

15 believing that the shape and substance of buildings
should be dictated only by their purpose, not unnecessary
adornment. The results of this philosophy were radical:
details were pared down, and buildings took on a sleek,
simple, almost naked quality. The ornate stone buildings

20 of the past were replaced with minimalist structures
made from plate glass and steel.

“dominated” most nearly means
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