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READING TECHNIQUES



SECTION 1 



All Reading Comprehension Passages are Argumentative.

There are three types of Reading Comprehension Questions:

● Multiple Choice
● Select All That Apply
● Select a Sentence

Some of these ask about Details, Structure, Tone, Words-in-Context, or 
Main Ideas.

Some of these are intended to test Critical Reasoning skills, for example with 
Conclusions, Premises, and Assumptions.

Reading Comprehension



Reading Comprehension Basic 
Approach

1. Work the Passage: have a plan; 
read actively; find main ideas

2. Understand the Question: break 
the question down

3. Find the Information: refer back to 
the passage; keep the question 
task(s) in mind; find the "answer"

4. POE: compare the "answer" found 
to the answer choices; eliminate 
wrong answers



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The Question is: "The … argument relies on which … assumptions?"

Here is the passage:

After examining the bodies of a dozen beached whales and finding evidence of 
bleeding around the animals' eyes and brains as well as lesions on their kidneys 
and livers, environmental groups fear that the Navy's use of sonar is causing 
serious harm to marine mammals. A leading marine biologist reports that sonar 
induces whales to panic and surface too quickly, which causes nitrogen bubbles 
to form in their blood.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, including 
dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions.

B. No studies have been conducted on the possible detrimental effects of 
sonar on marine animals. Can we eliminate this?

C. Whales in captivity panic only when exposed to man-made, rather than 
natural, sound waves.

D. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated 
to cause damage to various internal organs.

E. It is unlikely that the symptons found in the beached whales could be 
caused by any known disease.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, including 
dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions.

B. No studies have been conducted on the possible detrimental effects of 
sonar on marine animals. WRONG ("a ... biologist reports … sonar induces 
whales to panic")

C. Whales in captivity panic only when exposed to man-made, rather than 
natural, sound waves. Can we eliminate this?

D. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated 
to cause damage to various internal organs.

E. It is unlikely that the symptons found in the beached whales could be 
caused by any known disease.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

Read the following passage:

After examining the bodies of a dozen beached whales and finding evidence of 
bleeding around the animals' eyes and brains as well as lesions on their kidneys 
and livers, environmental groups fear that the Navy's use of sonar is causing 
serious harm to marine mammals. A leading marine biologist reports that sonar 
induces whales to panic and surface too quickly, which causes nitrogen bubbles 
to form in their blood.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, including 
dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions. Can we 
eliminate this?

B. WRONG
C. Whales in captivity panic only when exposed to man-made, rather than 

natural, sound waves. SEEMS TOO EXTREME ("... groups fear ...")
D. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated 

to cause damage to various internal organs.
E. It is unlikely that the symptons found in the beached whales could be 

caused by any known disease.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. Marine biologists have documented that other marine animals, including 
dolphins and sea turtles, have exhibited kidney and liver lesions. SEEMS 
KIND OF 'OUT THERE' ("relies on" in the question presupposes the main 
idea, which is not really related to this answer choice)

B. WRONG
C. SEEMS TOO EXTREME
D. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated to 

cause damage to various internal organs.
E. It is unlikely that the symptoms found in the beached whales could be 

caused by any known disease. Can we eliminate this?



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE'
B. WRONG
C. SEEMS TOO EXTREME
D. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated 

to cause damage to various internal organs. OK - is this consistent?
E. It is unlikely that the symptoms found in the beached whales could be 

caused by any known disease. SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE' ("relies on" 
in the question presupposes the main idea, which is not really related to this 
answer choice)



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

Read the following passage:

After examining the bodies of a dozen beached whales and finding evidence of 
bleeding around the animals' eyes and brains as well as lesions on their kidneys 
and livers, environmental groups fear that the Navy's use of sonar is causing 
serious harm to marine mammals. A leading marine biologist reports that sonar 
induces whales to panic and surface too quickly, which causes nitrogen bubbles 
to form in their blood.



Reading Comprehension Example: Multiple Choice

The previous argument relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE'
B. WRONG
C. SEEMS TOO EXTREME
D. The presence of nitrogen bubbles in the blood has been demonstrated 

to cause damage to various internal organs. CORRECT - EVIDENCE 
BASED

E. SEEMS KIND OF 'OUT THERE'



Reading Comprehension

Remember there are also two other types of questions: 

Select All That Apply

and

Select a Sentence

Karl has hopefully covered or will hopefully cover these in-depth. If you have 
further questions regarding these types of questions, I can give you examples 
next class, as well.



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS

SECTION 2 

II



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS

Go Back To ThePassage!

II
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ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS

Go Back To ThePassage!
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Anticipate

ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS II



Anticipate

ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE II



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 8



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 9



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 9



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 9
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✓



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 9



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 3
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ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 3



✓

✓





ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 3



✓







ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 4



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 4

How Leavitt became

a computer



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 4

How Leavitt became

a computer



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 4





✓



How Leavitt became

a computer



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 4



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 1
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ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ANTICIPATE 1







✓



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1

Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1

Eliminate Nonsense
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Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1

Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE 1

Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE III

Eliminate Nonsense
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Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE III

Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE III

Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE III

Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE III

Eliminate Nonsense



ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE NONSENSE 5
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✓





ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE NONSENSE 2
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ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE NONSENSE 2

✓









ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS: ELIMINATE NONSENSE 2

Anticipation

Elimination



ANTICIPATION DRILL 2



ANTICIPATION DRILL 2


