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Ethical Standards, CoC
 Profession guided by Ethics

 Ethical discourse started with establishment Swedish
Press Council in 1916

 Canons of Journalism, ASNE, 1922 : Professionalism,
decency, responsibility, press freedom, verification

 1930s : US journalism accused of sensationalism, state
nexus

 1942 : Commission on Freedom of the Press/ Hutchin’s
Commission led by Chicago University’s Chair Robert
Hutchins –Report release din 1947 : 5 key
recommendations



IFJ in 1954 introduced 9 and the UNESCO in 1983 with 10
principles of the press :

 Truth

 Accountability

 Impartiality

 Accuracy

 Objectivity

 Professional Integrity

 Social Responsibility

 Respect to public aspiration, Information & right
to Privacy

 Readiness to rectify errors



Fake News, Misinformation & 
Disinformation 

 Fake News : False, wrong , misleading and
distorted news-using data, opinion, facts and
figures

 Misinformation: Information shared with good
intention but lack of /limited knowledge,
carelessness

 Disinformation : Information shared with ill-
intention, partly true, completely false or fake



Standards on 
Preventing Disinformation or Fake News 

 Source 

a. Use of anonymous source ) 
b. Source not mentioned) 

c. Fictitious sources

d. Protection of Confidential Sources

 Misinformation

 Misleading Headline



 Disinformation

 False Context 

 False Connection

 Fabricated Content

 Misleading Content

 Satire or Parody

 Imposter Content

 Manipulated Content



 Jeopardizing Social Diversity 
 Hate Speech

 Blasphemy 

 Gender Discrimination

 Caste based Discrimination

 Religious Intolerance

 Disability Unfriendly Content

 Content that jeopardizes subsisting communal/ethnic/religions 
relations



 Obscenity : Text, Photos, Videos

 Defamatory Content :

 Character Assassination

 Libel

 Slander

 Content against Privacy





Disinformation in the National Media 





















Action taken against 17 news-portals for 
spreading Fake #COVID19 News 



Thank You 


